CHAPTER VI

WORKING FOR THE MORNING  CHRONICLE

AT the close of the first session's work for the
Morning Chronicle, Russell went over to Ireland to
be married. There were no settlements to be made,
but his prospects seemed good enough; he had nine
guineas a week regularly, and extra pay during" the
session, and, moreover, he relied on promises of work
at the Ban

" I was full of life and hope," he writes. " Sanguine
and thoughtless, I revelled m the prospect of breasting
the waves of the world/'

But before the wedding" clay a letter came which
might well have given him pause. The Morning
Chronicle apparently could not live the pace, and the
proprietors wrote to make a new offer of an annual
engagement at six guineas a week. They added that
if the offer were not accepted the letter was to be
taken as a "notice of the termination of your engage-
ment, which we should exceedingly regret." It
occurred, to Russell that he might bring a successful
action, but, as he admits in his diary, he was too much
in love to think seriously of anything but his marriage,
and he therefore accepted the Morning Chronicle pro-
posal On September i6th, 1846, in the parish church
of Howth he was married to Mary Burrowes.

While he was spending his honeymoon in Ireland
famine was already stalking through the land'; the
misery and mortality were appalling. lie was in-
structed by the editor of fat Morning Chronicle to.